NAPOLEON:  THE  LAST  PHASE
with the imperial interest through the marriage of his sister with the pure and chivalrous Macdonald. It was the strange fate of Montholon to know Napoleon in the obscurity of his early days, to be associated with the magnificence of his empire, to follow him into exile, to watch by his death-bed with the tenderness of a son, to live to assist in the fantastic attempt on Boulogne, and so to be partaker of the third Napoleon's captivity for exactly the term of the captivity of the first. Six years of his life were spent in sharing the imprisonment of the first, and six years in sharing that of the third Napoleon. He lived to see the re-establishment of the empire, which Gourgaud missed by a few months; but Gourgaud, characteristically enough, was in opposition to the prince president.
Montholon was, happily, a blind devotee; happily, for a blind devotee was required in the little court. After the departure of Las Cases, therefore, it was not difficult for Montholon to succeed to the vacant place, -for the conjugal devotion of Ber-trand, and the moroseness of Gourgaud, disabled them from competition; and so Montholon became the most familiar and necessary of the Emperor's staff. But even he wished to go. Bathurst, in February, 1820, was writing caustically enough of Bertrand and Montholon: " They are both, in fact, upon the wing, but watching each other/' Montholon, at any rate, wished to accompany his wife when she left in 1819, and had his daily struggles with Napoleon, who besought him to remain. Nine weeks, indeed, before the Emperor's death we find him discussing with Lowe who should succeed Bertrand and himself as attendants on the exile, and
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